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STANDARDS COMMITTEE

To:  Chair, Ladies and Gentlemen

Member Representation at External Bodies

1.0 SUMMARY OF THE REPORT

1.1 At the meeting of the Standards Committee which took place on 18th March 2016 
there was a discussion about the attendance of elected members at meetings of 
external bodies to which they are appointed as local authority representative.

1.2 The issue of attendance by members was raised and the question of whether 
members were attending and fulfilling their obligations to the expectation of the 
relevant bodies.

1.3 Following discussion it was agreed that there would be consideration of the position 
and whether any relevant body was expressing concern about such attendance.  
This has been done and there has been no concern expressed either formally or 
informally to the Democratic Services department or Monitoring Officer on raising 
concerns about the conduct of any member.

2.0 RECOMMENDATIONS that

2.1 The content of this report be noted.

3.0 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

3.1 At the meeting of the Committee in March there was some discussion about the 
attendance of members who are appointed as local authority representatives on 
various external bodies.
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3.2 Members of the Committee expressed the concern that external bodies may not be 
receiving the service and support that they were expecting from elected members 
and wanted that to be explored in case elected members could be perceived as 
failing in their duties.

3.3 There was some debate about the issue and consideration of the fact that there are 
many calls on the time of elected members and that they have to balance their time 
and commitments, prioritising matters as they consider appropriate. A further 
concern was then expressed that possibly members were being asked to take on too 
much.

3.4 The Monitoring Officer and Democratic Services staff, as a consequence of this 
discussion, have reviewed the position and ascertained that no agency or body has 
expressed concern about the elected member serving them and that elected 
members are therefore deemed to be meeting the expectations of the bodies that 
they serve.

4.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

4.1 There are no financial implications directly arising from report as there has been no 
finding that any member has acted inappropriately. The current system will therefore 
continue as currently budgeted.

CARYS KENNEDY
MONITORING OFFICER
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